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On Sept. 18, the Association of Peruvian Filling Stations announced plans to close places of business
from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. due to the high cost of utilities. In early August, charges for water and
electricity were increased between 1,500% and 2,000%. Electricity alone currently accounts for 40%
to 60% of filling stations' total expenses. Guillermo Castillo, a government official who heads an
electricity rate commission, said that price adjustments were not excessive in view of the nation's
economic crisis. According to Castillo, the average monthly residential bill was estimated to be the
equivalent of $5.63, including $1.46 in tax. The estimate was based on a household containing eight
50-watt light bulbs, a color television, one fluorescent light, an electric shower, a clothes iron and
a radio. Castillo said that consumers who receive high bills may be selling energy to clandestine
operations or wasting electricity. (Basic data from AFP, 09/18/90)
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